
ä tu r.he greatest mincl ever simple past, past perfect (simpre) F ge, gz

lili'

:

a wifliam James Sidis may have been the most intelligent person who ever lived, yet history hardlyremernbers him' The facts are true. His lQ was assessed at between 250 and 300, complete the text withthe simpre past or past perfect {simpre). iwo verbs r.quiru tne puiriue.

wiliiam James sidis w-as born in 1898 to Russian immigrants, Jewish intellectual refugeeswith brilliant minds' His mother gave up her own ambi'tions to promote the intellectualabilities of their 1'otrl"8:.1 ny thä time young sirlis wns 1g months old, he hact learnt t<sread - even the ltey Vo( Timis. By this tirne hä 1f af so _ f earn) . . . to count. He (2 reachoneself) ... Latin when he was t*ö..qs soon as he (3learnj ...i;;;;;;ä;;;; oneself ...Greek' He was nowithree - and was already,ye*g1",t;'in English and French. After cnivseven months in grgde school he (5 compietäi...ärr seven gradäs. At rhe ug. orr*än'."'(6 take) ... an inteiept in maths. ny tire rime he was eight, he (7 already*write) ... fourbooks' At eight he (8 pass) ... the i{arvard Medical scüooi anatomy examination and theenttance exam for the Massachusetts Institute of 'lechnology. By this time he (g also -Iearn) ... eight ianguages.

In high school he (10 take) .'. six weeks to complete the four year curriculumi. From thenon' william (1 1 stay) ... at horne, because he (12 learn) .., everything there was to learn inschooi' He (13 read) .'. Einstein and may have correspona.o with the great man. By thetime he was eleven,:he {i4 master2) ... advanced rnatirematics, so he 1t5 enrc,t.j.',:jr;:''special student'at Harvard. After üe (i6 study) ... u, r-{;r*r-u.d for a year, he (17 give) .., alecturea on 'four-dirhensionar bodies'to the Harvard Mathematical Club.Äiter that, the pressi(18 follorrr) ... his everymove.-and hisclassmates (19 avoid.1 ... hirn. Bylhe tir'e he was sixteen, he 120 arreaciy - giaduate) .. " from Harvard. He then (21 go) ... totire Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. as a mäths p.oiessoo, where he increasin gly {zzbecome)" ' a social misfit'S- After.his stud-ents (23 ridicuie'; .. ,rräii chiid profesro, io?iig1,r months,sidis finaliy (2-4 givelup) ... i{e. (25 goi ... back to ilarvard to study raw. By the time he waseighteen, he (26 aiready * study) ..1*or. than forty languages.
!'Tp to now Sidis (27 drive) ' '. by his parents to become a mental giant, but he now (2g lead)r.. . a totaliy isolated r,ife. A fe* yea* i"ter he (29 disappear) . .. from society.

J? 
1?q3 the physicist chandra (30 rvin) ... the Nobei prize for hjs i,vork on the exisrence ofblack holes' Sidis.(3ii already -- predict) ... their existence in 1925, in his remarkabie bookTheAnimate anclthe Innnimärr.!"trrir rvork (32 ignore) ... sidis (33 die) ... of a strokeT at

1q*4q He (34 spencl) '. alt his arluit life running arvav fiom the media - and from hisparents.

Adapted from Wililam Jairres Sidis, by John H Lrenhard; ,tViiliam 
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b Answer the questions in a few sentences, using the simple past and past perfect.

1 ]Ily do you think;Sidis became a social misfit?2 ivhat had sidis qrrgbably ,r.r'*, aoio in his childhood or as an adult?3 Why had he prona, ty tiied to ,*r.ip., from his pur"rrr, u, an adult?

1 (r"rrrieuiurn Lehrplan 2 master beherrscltert 3 enrol sich einschreiben 4 lecture vortrag 5 misfit: person whod:i:11 tto: fit i:r r'r'ith soci('l)' 6 ridicr:le: nrake somebocly look stlrpicl in p"rrri."'zltro *"''ir:nrrä'"f"ir" ' :
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